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Dear Friends 

This week we passed the grim milestone of 

100,000 people who have lost their lives to 

Covid. 100,000 families devastated. Missing a 

much-loved grandparent, parent, sibling, 

friend, or child. I was so sad not to attend 

Betty Kelly’s funeral on Monday. She was 

such a lovely woman, a real joy to spend time 

with. I always left after visiting her feeling 

uplifted. I will miss her.  

One of my friends works as an anaesthetist. 

Her hospital is currently full, there are no 

available ICU beds or CPAP masks. When she 

admits very ill patients she is now too 

frightened to check what happened to them 

on the system when she starts her next shift. 

She would rather hope they survived than 

have her worst fears confirmed. She prays for 

them surreptitiously. It is unethical for staff 

to impose their religion on patients. But not 

unethical for them to silently pray that God 

will be merciful. That he will grant a miracle 

of healing.  

This Sunday we celebrate Candlemas when 

the Son of God returned to the temple. The 

temple had been flooded with God’s 

presence in the time of Solomon. But God’s 

presence had left (Ezekiel Chapter 10). The 

Presentation of Christ was the first time that 

God had been present in the temple for 

almost 600 years. You would think that God’s 

long-awaited return would be noticed. 

Maybe with a fanfare or a national holiday. 

But only two people recognised the moment 

that God returned to be with his people.  

I feel like I have spent much of the last ten 

months waiting and watching for signs of  

 

hope. Waiting for lockdown to end. Watching 

every new ‘symptom’ for fear of infecting the 

people around me. Is it more than a cough? I 

long to meet my family and friends again. I 

long to hug the people I love. It feels like we 

spent such a long time watching for a vaccine 

to be developed. Watching for schools to re-

open. Waiting for a holiday that feels like a 

break. Waiting, and waiting, and waiting for 

signs that ‘normality’ will be restored. 

I wonder whether I am waiting and watching 

for the wrong thing? Whether I need to 

watch not for life as it was but for the new 

thing that God is doing in this place. Which 

may be very unlike the last thing he did.  

Anna and Simeon were waiting. They trusted 

in God’s promise to rescue his people. Anna 

and Simeon probably weren’t expecting God 

to arrive in human form. Much less the 

fragile human form of a baby. A baby born to 

a couple who couldn’t afford a lamb. A 

couple who brought two doves, the offering 

of the poor.  

But Anna and Simeon can see the truth. They 

had been worshipping and waiting in the 

temple all their lives. They knew and loved 

God. So it is they who recognise God when he 

returns. They who worship and adore him. I 

pray that we might similarly have eyes to see 

where God’s love is breaking through all 

around us in surprising and new ways. 

With love, 

Louise 
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NOTICES 

Holy Trinity Blacon are the living church of our living God, and we continue to be at work here!  If 
you are able, do check the parish website www.holytrinityblacon.org or our Facebook page 
(holytrinityblacon)  for updates.   
 

LOCKDOWN affects the whole country now, but fortunately we can still continue to meet (socially 

distanced) in church to worship together, and we will continue meeting at 9.30am each Sunday.  

The minibus is also running, so do let us know if you would like a lift. 
 

PRAYING FOR BLACON Louise and Tina are taking our exercise particularly along those streets we 

are praying for each week.  Do join us in praying for those residents.  This week we are praying for:  

Bowyer’s Close, Ashfield Crescent, Glenside Close, Longdale Drive. 
 

EVENING PRAYER We meet each Wednesday 5pm for Evening Prayer on Zoom.  Do let us know if 

you would like the link – everyone is welcome to join us. 
 

REMEMBER WHEN Over the next few Thursdays we are looking into stories, and particularly the 

story of our faith and how to share it.  We meet on Zoom weekly on Thursdays at 7.30pm.  You are 

very welcome to join us, please do contact us for the link. 
 

FLOODS A number of households in Blacon were flooded out of their homes last week – please 

pray for them, and as the work to clear up continues. 
 

LENT begins on Ash Wednesday 17th February, when we will hold a service of Eucharist with ashing 

at 11am. There is also a Lent Course run online on Thursday evenings, and a Stations of the Cross 

video – more information from our website www.holytrinityblacon.org  
 

CONTACTS:  

Rector Rev Tina Upton 01244 372721     tina.htblacon@btinternet.com 

Curate Rev Louise Annison 07861 490410   louise.htblacon@btinternet.com 

Warden June Middleton 01244 376933  june.middleton47@gmail.com 

Outreach  Worker   Sue Mountford 07835 006834 or 01244 313799 

Parish Office Linda Tudor (Admin) 01244 376085   office.htblacon@btinternet.com 

 

http://www.holytrinityblacon.org/
http://www.holytrinityblacon.org/
mailto:tina.htblacon@btinternet.com
mailto:louise.htblacon@btinternet.com
mailto:june.middleton47@gmail.com
mailto:office.htblacon@btinternet.com

